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Contact: Teri Rizvi

UD STUDENTS VOLUNTEER TO HELP
HIGH SCHOOLERS PREPARE FOR COLLEGE LIFE
DAYTON, Ohio -- Forget the television. Your roommate will probably bring one
anyway.
If you're going away to college, bring quarters.

That's the one piece of advice University of Dayton student Jackie Marshall gives to
high school students worried about leaving home to attend college. "Quarters are sacred,"
she says. "You need them to do laundry."
Marshall, a junior elementary education major from Xenia, is the coordinator of UD' s
all-volunteer Traveling Student Panel, which is composed of about 90 students who travel in
small groups to high schools in the state to give "honest, candid" advice on questions
ranging from what to look for in a college to how to live on one's own. In the past two
years, the panel has visited approximately 35 schools.
''The students said many of the things that we counselors try to say, but they carried
more weight coming from the kids," says Priscilla Yeager, a guidance counselor at
Centerville High School.
What's on the minds of prospective college students? "They always ask about
roommates because that's a real scary prospect after living with your sister or brother for 18
years," Marshall says. Among questions about financial aid, homework and time
management, other concerns include:
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Traveling Student Panel: Page two

o

Is it true that freshmen gain 15 pounds from eating cafeteria food?

o

What courses do you wish you had taken in high school?

o

Once I narrow my choice to three or four possible schools, how do I make a
final choice?

o

How do college classes differ from high school classes?

The Traveling Student Panel began as a pilot program last spring after several high
school guidance counselors suggested having current college students answer questions about
college admission and the search for the perfect school. Each session lasts about an hour,
and the number of high school students who attend usually ranges from 25 to 100.
The panel members always recommend that high schoolers visit both local and outof-town schools before making a choice. "And if you're there on a campus visit, you better
visit the cafeteria and eat before you leave," Marshall advises.
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Editor's Note: The next session is 1 p.m. on Saturday, March 21, at "A Day to Discover"
science open house at the University of Dayton. The panel travels to Cincinnati on March
23 for an 8:15 a.m. session at Purcell Marion High School. Four additional sessions are
planned at UD: March 25 for sixth through eighth graders from Shelby County Joint
Vocational School; April 5 for "Pre-Senior Day" for area freshmen, sophomores and juniors;
April 7 for area guidance counselors; and April 10 for Miami Valley School. For interviews
or to confirm engagements, contact Jackie Marshall or Terri Bullman, UD's coordinator of
campus visits and student volunteers, at (513) 229-4411.

